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ground of disinterestedness and benevolence.
More of this state of mind in our next chapter.

The undesirable ideals are conceived in
such categories as modes of craving, grasping,
or unregenerate desire, modes of defilement,
corruption or, more literally, torment (kile'sd),
modes of bondage.or fetters. The desirable
ideal was, as has been stated, conceived posi-
tively as Arahantship or topmost path and
fruition, and negatively as emancipation and
as nibbdna (Sanskrit, nirvana).

Around the last-named term, as readers
doubtless know, an unparalleled amount of
confused ideas has collected. The etymology
of the word is as doubtful as is that of our
" heaven. Buddhist mediaeval text-books are
in no doubt about it. " Now, Nibbana," runs
the Compendium of Philosophy, " which is
reckoned as not concerned with the things of
this world (lok-utt'ara)^ is to be realized through
the knowledge belonging to the four paths, and
is the object of them and of their fruits. It is
called Nibbana, in that it is a de-parture
(ni-vah) from that craving which is called
vdna" (p. 168). But, as this very passage
shows, all mediaeval etymology, both oriental
and occidental, is exegetical. That is to say,
the structure of a word is forced into showing,
not a primitive meaning, but that which it
has come to signify in the tradition followed
by the- commentator. According to the
passage quoted, the word is derived both
from " away-going" and from no-craving.